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MINUTES OF THE BUTE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20 MARCH 2019 AT THE MUSEUM  7 STUART STREET  ROTHESAY 

 
Those Present:  
 
Marlene Hill  Chairman, Ronnie Falconer  Planning Representative, Duncan Ferguson, Iain Gillespie,  
Hamish Kirk, Nikki Lyle, Robert Macintyre  Transport Representative, Iain Morrison, 
Ruth Tyler  Secretary. 
Councillor Jim Findlay, Councillor Jean Moffat, Councillor Len Scoullar, 
Twenty two members of the public. 
 
Apologies: 
 
Jan Cochrane, John McCallum  Vice Chairman, Keith McIntyre  Treasurer, Ian McKay, Douglas Lyle, 
representative from the police. 
 
Declarations of Interest: 
  
None. 
 
Adoption of Previous Minutes: 
 
Iain Gillespie said it hadn’t been him that telephoned for an ambulance, he had been approached 
by a lady that had done so.  Ruth Tyler apologised and it will be corrected.  Duncan Ferguson 
proposed the adoption of the Minutes of 20 February 2019, and Robert Macintyre seconded this. 
 
Councillors’ Reports: 
 
Councillor Moffat had nothing extra to add to her report.  The first item on it, the Special Meeting 
at Largs regarding Hunterston; there was a Liaison Meeting on Monday night and Community 
Councils were invited, but Bute was not.  She said Bute Community Councillors should be attending 
the Liaison Meetings to represent the island.  Marlene Hill asked if anyone would put their hand up.  
Ronnie Falconer (in his planning role) and Robert Macintyre will both put their names down, in case 
one of them cannot attend.  (Councillor Moffat will e-mail Ronnie Falconer with contact details).  
 
Ronnie Falconer referred to a previous planning report, and said Peel Ports had undertaken to keep 
Bute Community Council (BCC)  informed on developments, and if BCC hadn’t been invited to a 
Liaison Meeting with Community Councils, he would take it up with the [Peel Ports] Director who 
wrote the letter.  Councillor Moffat said that she had spoken to them [Peel Ports] but they said 
they were leaving it up to North Ayrshire to handle. 
 
On behalf of BCC Councillor Moffat had e-mailed the Head of Planning at North Ayrshire, but not 
had a response.  She would like BCC to write, because what happens at Hunterston with the 
possibility of oil rigs awaiting decommissioning, and being partially decommissioned at Loch 
Striven, will effect Cowal and Bute, Kilchattan Bay in particular, with noise and light pollution.  
Councillor Moffat thought that [Peel Ports] have planning permission to work, decommissioning oil 
rigs, 7 days a week, from 8 am to 10 pm, Councillor Moffat said there was also the possibility of 
pollution by oil and other substances. Marlene Hill said the rigs are cleared of oil before they are 
moved. 
 



 

2 

 
Councillors’ Reports - Continued: 
 
Someone stated that they [Peel Ports] had already applied for various licences, for hundreds of tons 
of contaminated sludge, oil, low grade nuclear waste, asbestos.  Marlene Hill said this was because 
they were very safety conscious.  Councillor Moffat said there were other sites which were noisy 
and dirty. 
 
Marlene Hill said she would have all the Councillors’ Reports and then have Questions. 
 
Councillor Scoullar said he thought the details on his report were accurate, and if anyone had any 
questions he would try to answer them, and if he couldn’t answer them tonight, he would get an 
answer for them. 
 
Councillor Findlay said that the petition, ‘Standing Up For Bute’, was handed over to the Provost on 
21 February 2019, Indicating that 1790 people were unhappy with the strapline which leaves out 
Bute.  [*A member of the public raised points concerning this, later in the meeting, - please see 
page 10, - Any Other Competent Business].  
 
Councillor Findlay said the Council Budget Administration Group voted 21 to 14 to approve the 
budget, which included cuts to planning and community services.  Two other budget papers were 
presented, the Argyll and Bute budget paper called for officers to revise proposals for Youth 
Services, and the Road Safety Unit, which was defeated 21 - 14 votes. 
 
The Locality Planning Groups for the Health and Social Care Partnership:  The Bute and Cowal 
Combined Group, and the Cowal and Campbeltown Planning Group had both been dissolved, and 
there would now be a new amalgamated Locality Planning Group for Bute, Cowal and 
Campbeltown.  The councillor appointments had been challenged by the Health and Social Care 
Partnership, and the council was responding to that challenge. 
 
Councillor Findlay said that in terms of BREXIT preparations, the council appeared to be fully 
prepared, council officers have prepared reports on the contingencies plans, should there be a hard 
deal/no deal BREXIT, and tariffs and customs delays for food, and other essential supplies for 
schools. 
 
Duncan Ferguson spoke concerning the Air Ambulance, he said the point he was making wasn’t that 
the helicopters had a problem landing, but that the ambulance sometimes had a problem reversing 
in, to transfer the casualty, because of people parking their cars.  Councillor Findlay thanked 
Duncan Ferguson for the clarification and said he would go back to the Council. 
 
Iain Morrison said he had raised the issue months ago of the Road Repair programme, because 
people living on the island are concerned about what seems to be the ridiculous prioritisation 
process, spending a lot of money on repairing roads that were not used much, when the front 
street used daily by most people including visitors, was ignored.  He had been assured by the 
Council Officer that each of the councillors would be given a detailed copy of the programme when 
it was compiled, and given the opportunity to comment from local knowledge, if they didn’t like the 
look of the programme as presented.  He asked if anyone had been consulted on that issue. 
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Councillors’ Reports - Continued: 
 
Councillor Scoullar said it wasn’t a consultation process with the councillors.  It was done by the 
Road Survey, and the officers in the Roads Department decide, in conjunction with the survey 
people which roads are most in need of attention.  He said they didn’t have the detail yet, he 
hadn’t had a copy of it 
 
Councillor Moffat agreed that it wasn’t a consultation process and said the Roads team decided 
what should be prioritised.  She had seen a list showing how much money had been allocated to 
each repair, but no timetable, some [repairs] are weather dependent, others are machine 
dependent, as not all machines are available on the island, and are shipped in.  Councillors are 
however able to comment to the Roads Department as to cost. 
 
Iain Morrison asked if the report was presented to the councillors, or if they had to ask for it, 
Councillor Moffat said that if they were not part of the committee, they wouldn’t necessarily see 
the report from the department.  Iain Morrison said if they didn’t see the proposed programme of 
works, they couldn’t comment.  He asked if the councillors thought they should have the 
opportunity to comment on whatever roads programme was being presented, and to take it 
forward.  Councillor Moffat said they could ask for more input (but wouldn’t necessarily get it).   
 
Iain Morrison asked the councillors to make it definitely known to whoever is responsible, that as 
councillors for Bute, they are given a copy, whether they are on the committee or not, so that they 
can comment using their local knowledge, or information from the community to question the 
validity of the programme.  Councillor Moffat said she had already done that, and raised a couple of 
issues with the Head of Department, because she was not happy with the programme.  She said 
they also rely on constituents to tell them where the problems are.  Councillor Scoullar said if 
anything is reported to them, or they see anything, they take it to the Roads Department.  Iain 
Morrison enquired if he, and anyone else at the meeting, and  afterwards, could give their 
observations as to which roads required priority to Councillor Moffat, and she said they could. 
 
Robert Macintyre remarked that road repairs were measured in miles, and Bute qualified for 23% 
of the budget, and Cowal got the rest.  He said Bute roads get more wear.  He mentioned the road 
to Upper Ettrick Farm, where only one family live.  He hoped the councillors would be given the 
opportunity to comment on the proposals, especially when he understood the proposals were 
made by Tom Murphy (who Robert Macintyre said is not a Roads man).   Marlene Hill said she will 
get a meeting with Tom Murphy.  Iain Morrison agreed that would be good. 
 
Robert Macintyre said he had received a telephone call from Mike Blair of Bute Island Radio, 
concerning a farm entrance.  Marlene Hill reported that Councillor Scoullar said at another meeting 
that the money had been allocated last year. Councillor Scoullar explained there had been an 
emergency, but he had been told it would definitely be done this year, when the weather was 
better. 
 
Councillor Findlay said the total spend for road maintenance in terms of repair on Bute, is forecast 
for the fiscal year as some £387,000.  The amount allocated for this repair seemed 
disproportionately small at £43,000, and he and Councillor Moffat had raised this matter with Jim 
Smith, who had undertaken to survey the site.  He is coming to a Business Day in April.  Marlene 
Hill asked Councillor Findlay to let her know if Jim Smith did not come. 
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Transport Report - Robert Macintyre/Marlene Hill:    
 
Marlene Hill said she and Robert Macintyre had met with David Herriot, Simon Richmond, and 
Allison McDermott, (the Port Manager), at the pier.  Marlene Hill said work starts on 4 April on the 
pier, but there will be no new ferries.  She said that in December/January the two lifts were 
refurbished at a cost of £145,000 but they were breaking down already.  Councillor Moffat and 
Councillor Scoullar said they had been told the lifts were both to be replaced by brand new for that 
sum.  Marlene Hill will double check. 
 
Marlene Hill said she had been told that the majority of the trains were met by the ferries.  95% of 
the trains run late, but it is impossible for ferries and trains to always match up. 
 
Councillor Moffat said that CalMac get fined, like the railways, if they are late.  Cal-Mac get fined on 
late departure, not late arrival, so if they wait for a train that is late, then they get fined, but if they 
wait anyway, they will miss the bus connections at the other side.  She said that the ferries could 
wait a bit longer and go over a bit faster, if they wanted to, but they are run at the optimum speed, 
which saves them the most money in diesel.  Marlene Hill said that if on the last ferry they know 
that the train is running late, they will wait for the train.  She said she thought they were doing the 
best they could and that it was a good service. 
 
A member of the public said that before the timetables changed last January, a year ago, there was 
a little sign where you waited as a foot passenger which said the doors would close 3 minutes 
before departure, now it said the doors will close 5 minutes before departure, she asked why it 
now takes 5 minutes ‘to shut people away’.  Marlene Hill said that if you have a car, you should be 
there 20 minutes before, and if you are a foot passenger, 10 minutes before.  She said she didn’t 
know about the sign and asked Robert Macintyre to make a note, and they would ask about it at 
the next meeting.  She asked for a show of hands as to how many thought the ferry people did a 
good job. 
 
A member of the public said that when the last report (made by the Scottish Government) was put 
out, it made the local paper, and one of the worst performing routes of CalMac was Rothesay.  
Marlene Hill said they meet with CalMac regularly and will keep asking the questions.  Hamish Kirk 
said there was no pattern to the ferry departures, and this year was worse than last.  Marlene Hill 
asked Robert Macintyre to make a note. 
 
Ronnie Falconer said 2 specific issues were raised at the last BCC meeting, to be taken to CalMac; 
how were they going to provide sufficient capacity to deal with the Sheep Dog Trials and the 
Highland Games, at the same time?  (He said they could lay on additional ferry services at this time, 
and an additional passenger only ferry, as they have in the past); also the related matter of when 
there are cars queued up at Wemyss Bay, and it has been chaos.  He said they should be advising 
BCC what they intend to do, as BCC are entitled to know.  Marlene Hill said they will do the best 
they can. 
 
A member of the public said it wasn’t only when big things were happening, she said in 19 years of 
crossing on the ferries, last summer had been particularly bad, people were told to drive away, so 
then they lost their place in the line, and other people coming from the south were able to come in, 
and took their places.  Later she was at a meeting and raised this with 2 gentlemen from CalMac 
who said that if there were too many people, then they should put the fares up, and not so many 
people would cross.  She said the ferries are owned by CalMac, and CalMac need to come up with a 
plan.  Marlene Hill said they will ask about this at the meeting. 
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Transport Report - Robert Macintyre/Marlene Hill - Continued:    
 
Another member of the public said CalMac are not managing [traffic] queues at Wemyss when 
events are on, either they are not putting sufficient staff on, or the staff are not being vigilant 
enough.  She said they should give people a number if necessary, or get the police involved to 
control it.  Marlene Hill said there is nowhere to put the cars, there is not huge parking at the 
Wemyss Bay site. 
 
Councillor Moffat said that since RET [Road Equivalent Tariff], the effects on island communities 
had not been envisaged, no one foresaw for example that people would go to Mull for the day.  She 
said that places are inundated now.  It has been in the news that there are 2 ferries on the  Clyde 
waiting to be finished by the yard.  CalMac say they will just raise fares, which will put people off.  
Councillor Moffat didn’t think that was very sensible.  Marlene Hill said they will get a quicker 
meeting, not wait 6 weeks. 
 
A member of the public said it would be very easy to manage the situation, just give everyone a 
raffle ticket, like being issued with a number at the cheese counter, so if you come back and they 
are already at no. 53, and you are no. 20, you just get the next space. 
 
A discussion followed concerning the need to book a ferry in advance for other islands, in some 
cases 2 weeks in advance, and that elsewhere people fly to the mainland, instead of taking a ferry.  
Robert Macintyre said different islands have different problems.  Marlene Hill said she, Robert 
Macintyre and John McCallum will get a meeting with CalMac before the next BCC meeting. 
 
A member of the public said that a difficulty in comparing other islands to Bute is that Islay has 6 
ferries a day for instance, whereas Bute has a ferry every hour in the peak season, and that makes it 
more difficult to regiment.  
 
A member of the public was concerned about safety at Wemyss Bay port, he had been trying to get 
a ferry, and the doors were shut on them, while the cars were still loading, so they couldn’t get out, 
he said there was an incident of violence when someone smashed through the door in frustration.  
He went to the ticket office and asked if someone could ring the captain, who would decide 
whether to sail or not, and to tell him that some people in the waiting room were not very pleased.  
He was told that there was absolutely no way that they could contact the captain from the office.  
They then asked to see the Port Manager, who was out at lunch, and there was no deputy there.  
The member of the public had missed the ferry so really wanted to put his point across to the Port 
Manager, who wasn’t there by the time of the next ferry, so effectively the port was unmanned.  
The member of the public said that must be against some safety rule.  Marlene Hill said 
they would look into that too.  They will contact CalMac tomorrow. 
 
Later in the meeting Robert Macintyre had an update on the reliability of the ferries.  He said that 
there had been 11 out of 28 days when services were affected. Simon Richmond had told him that 
in inclement weather they would endeavour to have a 1st and last ferry.  Robert Macintyre said it 
was worrying that the ferry at Colintraive seems to be taken off more than it used to be.  He said 
that several people had commented that they drove to Rhubodach, only to find that there was no 
ferry.  He wondered if something could be installed to let people know there was no ferry, similar 
to the road to Tighnabruaich and the Portavadie ferry.  Marlene Hill said they will ask about it. 
 
A member of the public asked that CalMac should be asked to keep their app status up to date.  
Marlene Hill said they will bring that up. 
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Transport Report - Robert Macintyre/Marlene Hill - Continued:    
 
Councillor Scoullar said there should be an indicator board up, to save driving 10 miles, he said the 
councillors had been trying to get one for years, eventually CalMac promised that if the council put 
up the big notice board, which they did, they would devote part of it to Colintraive, which they 
don’t, because the input to that board is no longer local, it comes from Gourock.  Marlene Hill said 
they would enquire. 
 
A member of the public spoke about buses.  He said that last year he had spoken to an Inspector, 
who said that McGills were not going to change the bus timetable to suit CalMac.  (He mentioned 
that the 7 am bus had been changed to 6.50 am, so it did not meet the ferry).  Marlene Hill said 
they had not discussed buses. 
 
Hamish Kirk spoke regarding buses on the island, and the decline in bus usage.  He said sometimes 
in the evening he is the only passenger on the bus, and it concerns him that services could be cut.  
A member of the public said the bus service was well used, with full buses.  Hamish Kirk encouraged 
people with bus passes to use them. 
 
Community Emergency Plan Report - Ronnie Falconer: 
 
Ronnie Falconer clarified that CalMac, under the Emergency Plan, had offered to make a ferry 
available as a rest centre, should an emergency arise.  This had been referred to at a meeting last 
week when Allison McDermott confirmed that CalMac were looking at it, and it is very likely that 
they will honour that commitment.  Ronnie Falconer said this was when dealing with an 
emergency, not as had been reported, because of scheduled events taking place on the island. 
 
Ronnie Falconer reported that James McMillan had agreed to fill the vacant position of Deputy 
Community Emergency Manager, he was welcomed.  Ronnie Falconer said that he and James 
McMillan had both attended a very good Civil Contingencies and Integrated Emergency 
Management meeting which was held last Thursday, this brought all the various groups together 
that would be involved during an emergency.  It was useful to talk through scenarios in relation to 
the Highland Games and ButeFest.  It brought up a number of areas where the Community 
Emergency Plan might be brought into use. 
 
They had also talked about flooding.  On the flood risk side, Paul Hendy of Scottish Flood Forum 
(who addressed the previous BCC meeting) had come back to Bute and had undertaken surveys of a 
further 16 properties today, which the owners had appreciated.  He will get back to them with 
suggestions of property flood protection measures that could be taken to help reduce their flood 
risk, which goes hand-in-hand with SEPA providing flood warnings.  There had been concern that 
some people, although getting flood alerts, were not getting flood warnings.  Ronnie Falconer said 
that there had only been relatively few flood warnings.  He explained that the difference was flood 
alerts made people aware of a risk arising, and flood warnings were very likely to happen, so take 
action.  He said SEPA are keen to look through the information that had been collected from recent 
flood incidents [by Community Emergency Plan members] and SEPA will review the threshold levels 
at which they would issue a flood warning. 
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Community Emergency Plan Report - Ronnie Falconer - Continued: 
 
Councillor Moffat asked if SEPA had an app.  Ronnie Falconer said the best way was to go on to the 
web site, and sign up to receive the flood warnings, you then get a call from them if there is an 
alert.  If there was a flood warning they aim to give several hours notice, although they can’t always 
do this, (the very heavy rainstorms like those of last October are almost impossible to accurately 
predict, and there are always going to be situations when it is common sense to put boards in place 
if owners are concerned about flooding).  He said the council will continue to provide sand bags etc.  
He said he is liaising with the Flooding Team on the council, who are working with him, in relation 
to the drains backing up and seepage etc.  He said that despite having the flood wall, there is still 
the possibility of flooding, and climate change will make the situation worse. 
 
Marlene Hill asked if there were any questions.  Robert Macintyre asked if the Mill Lade silt sample 
had been taken and analysed.  Ronnie Falconer and Marlene Hill advised that as yet it had not.   
Marlene Hill to speak to Joe McCabe. 
 
Planning Report - Ronnie Falconer: 
 
Ronnie Falconer said he reviewed the weekly reports, and selected those planning applications 
which were more than just window replacement, etc.  Three applications were brought to the 
attention of the BCC, which were not presented in advance of the meeting.   He circulated some of 
the drawings to the meeting, so questions could be asked at the end of the meeting, and the BCC 
could consider if they wished to be a consultee for any of the 3 applications.  (Copies of his reports 
were handed out to the public).  He remarked that nothing had stood out, and Marlene Hill agreed.   

(At the end of the meeting Ronnie Falconer asked if he was to assume, as there had been no 
response to the 3 applications on his report, that BCC did not wish to be a consultee on these.  He 
asked if everyone had had the chance to look at them.  Marlene Hill said she saw no reason for BCC 
to be a consultee). 
 
 
A member of the public asked if pre planning requests were shown on the weekly list of planning 
permissions.  Ronnie Falconer replied that they should be, all possible applications, pre planning 
and planning.  The member of the public asked about the proposed new fish farm at Hawks Nib.  
Councillor Moffat and Councillor Scoullar said no application had been submitted at present.  
Councillor Scoullar said it was mentioned in his report, the Planning Department advised that it was 
too early to make submissions, as no planning application had been submitted.  The company were 
only at the stage of making enquiries as to whether an Environmental Impact Assessment would be 
required.  Councillor Scoullar said there was information on the council website. 
 
There was extensive discussion concerning this. [◊This topic arose again during the Correspondence 
and Matters Arising part of the meeting - please see page 11 for further comments]. 
 
A member of the public formally requested that BCC take an active interest in the major 
developments such as the Hawks Nib fish farm proposal affecting Bute residents and businesses.  
He said he would like BCC to undertake consultee status, and formally liaise with other community 
councils facing similar issues.  He wanted a public consultation/meeting as soon as possible with 
BCC, Visit Bute, and Argyll and Bute Council. 
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Planning Reports - Ronnie Falconer - Continued: 
 
Ronnie Falconer apologised as he had by then found it, but as far as he was aware it hadn’t 
appeared on the weekly list so was missed.  He will chase this up, and advise the council that BCC 
wish to be a consultee. 
 
A member of the public wanted feed back before the next BCC meeting.  Councillor Moffat 
suggested that Dawnfresh was also contacted, saying that BCC had been missed out.  Ronnie 
Falconer asked for specific comments, objections etc and gave his e-mail address. 
 
Iain Morrison asked whether, (as normal procedure had not been adhered to, in that it was on 
Argyll and Bute Council’s website but Ronnie Falconer had not received it, and Councillor Scoullar 
was told nothing had been presented), there was a case to ask Argyll and Bute ‘to rewind the clock’.  
He was told the ‘clock hadn’t started yet’.  Ronnie Falconer said there was nothing to stop 
individuals putting comments forward. 
 
[It was subsequently clarified with Argyll and Bute Council Planning Department the Hawks Nib fish 
farm proposal was at the Environmental Impact Assessment Screening and Scoping Opinion Stage. 
This is why it had not appeared on the Weekly Lists. Furthermore comments from the public were 
not appropriate at this stage]. 
 
Licensing Report - prepared by Jan Cochran: 
 
Marlene Hill said Jan Cochrane was not present, but she had provided a report: 
 
Craigmore Bowling Club have applied for a licence for a seated concert on 30 March 2019   
 
There was an application for an occasional licence for a wedding at Mount Stuart on 1 June 2019, 
applied for by Ryan Longmuir. 
 
Another application for an occasional licence for a wedding at Mount Stuart on 20 July 2019, 
applied for by Rosemary Anne Macinnes. 
 
A licence applied for, for Rothesay Public Park for Bute Highland Games on 24 August 2019. 
 
Treasurer’s Report - Keith McIntyre:   
 
A member of the public gave Keith McIntyre’s apologies.  Marlene Hill said she couldn’t give his 
report because she didn’t have it, but there was money in the bank. 
 
Health Report - John McCallum:   
 
Marlene Hill said John McCallum wasn’t present, and he hadn’t left a report. 
 
Any Other Competent Business - Marlene Hill: 
 
Marlene Hill spoke concerning the Cycle Run, there had been a preliminary meeting at The Hub 
(previously the Clydesdale Bank), about widening the pavements up the High Street.  It wasn’t just 
for cycles, but for motorised chairs, buggies and families too).  She thought it was mainly to 
encourage more children to ride bicycles to school, and to reduce the number of cars on the roads.   
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Any Other Competent Business - Marlene Hill - Continued: 
 
There were 2 alternate routes, but they had been dismissed as being unsuitable.  She thought that 
it would be difficult to widen the pavements in parts of the High Street. 
 
A member of the public said it would reduce the road to one carriageway at the High Kirk and The 
Creamery, and up towards the joint campus.  He said he had submitted his comments in writing, 
but one he hadn’t envisaged was the very large agricultural machinery, because there are fields in 
all directions, and the road needs to accommodate those and emergency vehicles as well.  He said 
it was out to consultation.  Marlene Hill said it was just at a preliminary stage. 
 
A member of the public raised the points she had made at the meeting today.  Marlene Hill 
suggested that they just wait for the next phase. 
 
Hamish Kirk said he wanted to focus on the consultation itself, he was surprised on Monday to see 
a notice in the former Clydesdale bank, this was the first notification he had of the consultation.  
Marlene Hill said there had been leaflets.  Hamish Kirk said he was astonished that the consultation 
was not financed by Argyll and Bute Council, but by an outside body with an interest in the use of 
bicycles, and at a time when the Road Safety Budget had been cut to zero.  He said it was not the 
right way to have a public consultation.  Marlene Hill said the council had no money.  Councillor 
Moffat said the councillors did not want to make cuts, but they had to, because of financial 
restraints.  The possible cost of the project was discussed at length. 
 
 
Marlene Hill spoke concerning the Christmas Lights.  She had received a letter from Mark Calder, 
Project Manager with Argyll and Bute Council. BCC have been asked to take on the lights, because 
Argyll and Bute Council aren’t able to do them anymore.  Dougie Lyle is willing to do a lot of the 
work, and he has a local electrician, (instead of as at present someone coming from Dunoon) and 
when the lights are beyond repair they can be disposed of.  There is a one off payment of £3,000 to 
help.  If BCC don’t take it on, no one else will, so there will be no Christmas lights.  She asked for the 
views of the BCC members’ and a vote was taken. 
 
Councillor Moffat asked if Mark Calder had made it clear that BCC were to receive the existing 
lights, Marlene Hill replied that he had. 
 
A member of the public asked who paid for the electricity for the lights.  It was stated that it comes 
from the street lighting, so there would be no cost to BCC, only the cost of replacing bulbs etc. 
 
A member of the public asked if some of the £3,000 would be dispersed to other communities on 
the island, for their Christmas lights.  It was stated that there was a proposal to include Port 
Bannatyne’s lights but that would have to be worked out with BCC.  Marlene Hill said that For Bute 
had previously given money to Port Bannatyne for their Christmas lights.  She said that Mark Calder 
was looking into the cost of pea lights, as she would like to reinstate them with For Bute money.  
Councillor Scoullar said £3,000 was available because the council had decided they would do 
Christmas lights for 3 years, 2019 being the 3rd year, and the money they would have spent on Bute 
would have been £3,000.  He said the lights in the Square were chosen only because they could be 
left up, and not be destroyed by the weather, not for their appearance.  A member of the public 
asked who owned the lights, as some of the letters did not light up.  Councillor Moffat said those 
would be taken down. 
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Any Other Competent Business - Marlene Hill - Continued: 
 
Marlene Hill asked the public what they thought, and asked for a show of hands as to whether they 
wanted the Christmas lights.  [There were lots of hands in the air and lots of people said yes].  
Marlene Hill will go ahead and say yes. 
 
*A member of the public spoke regarding the petition that was presented to the council.  She said 
that they were told by the Chief Executive, through Councillor Findlay, who she thanked for his 
efforts, that Council Officers for Bute would wear Choose Bute Love Bute logos, which hadn’t 
happened.  She said there were 2 examples; the consultation today, it still said Choose Argyll Love 
Argyll, when it could have said Choose Bute Love Bute, and the same with the consultation 
concerning the improvements to Rothesay pier.  Councillor Scoullar said it was because of the 
tragedy of the young lady who was murdered, it was felt by the officers that to introduce a new 
happy strapline at this time was not appropriate.  Councillor Moffat said that they had asked her 
opinion, and Councillor Findlay’s and Councillor Scoullar’s and they had agreed.  The press office 
suggested it would create the wrong impression as to what the council thinks about it.  The 
member of the public said she understood that, but she didn’t want the petition forgotten, she 
wanted to continue to fight and to achieve the objective.  Councillor Scoullar said the petition had 
been passed on, on the day, and reiterated that in 2017 the name hadn’t been chosen by the 
council but by the group who had been elected to carry out the function.   The member of the 
public wanted the group written to, about Bute being left out, particularly when they are talking 
about signage on the island, that Bute should be on it, for the swimming pool and leisure centre 
and the library.  She said that was the wish of the people who had given their signatures. 
 
A member of the public asked if there were any plans to engage the students and young adults 
from the Community Campus to help BCC with their web site woes.    Marlene Hill said it was the 
one that had been left for BCC and there were things on it that were no longer relevant.  She said 
that the previous team hadn’t updated it for about a year.  She said she had spoken to Peter.  She 
said she would be able to get someone easily through For Bute.  Ronnie Falconer said as an interim 
situation he had access to it to be able to put the minutes up, once they were agreed, and other 
relevant documentation.  He said maintaining the website was a big job and he didn’t want the role 
of looking after it.  Councillor Moffat said the offer [made by the member of public] was excellent 
and that it would be good to engage young people.  Marlene Hill said she had been offered that 
today, not for BCC but for For Bute, so BCC would use that.  She would contact them tomorrow. 
 
A member of the public asked about the state of The Royal Hotel.  Marlene Hill said it had been 
bought by George Hanson, who had said he would put it back to auction, but hadn’t done so.  The 
member of the public wanted BCC to write an official letter to George Hanson.  Marlene Hill said 
she would ‘phone him first, and then write.  A member of the public asked if it was safe and was 
told that it was. 
 
Correspondence and Matters Arising - Marlene Hill: 
 
Marlene Hill had received 2 letters, to For Bute, both were concerning the proposed Fish Farm; Mr 
O’Sullivan of Bute Ramblers had written, he apologised for not being at the meeting, the letter 
referred to unspoilt coastal paths of the West Island Way, isolated coastline which needed to be 
protected, any onshore construction which might disturb Hawks Neb, the views, any onshore 
building would need to be serviced from a vehicle track, visits from various universities to study its 
unique geology, escaped fish that compete for food with local fish. 
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Correspondence and Matters Arising - Marlene Hill - Continued: 
 
The other letter was from Mr New of Rothesay, who wanted to register his objection because; 
Kilchattan is a quiet place where children can safely play, the road is narrow and large vehicles 
taking construction materials to the site might put (the children) in danger, the West Island Way is a 
significant resource for the islanders and a major attraction to visitors, walking in a traffic free 
environment, excellent views.  Creating access to the fish farm would disrupt walking activities 
during construction and spoil the terrain forever, dirty and smelly fish cages would dissuade visitors 
fish farm owners try to discourage seal populations, and the presence of seals attract visitors, any 
increase in jobs would not outweigh the negative affect on businesses and accommodation 
providers.  He urged the council to reject the proposal. 
 
◊Ronnie Falconer said he had reviewed the previous weekly lists of applications, and as far as he 
could see it didn’t appear anywhere, which was why it hadn’t come to his attention.  He had 
already e-mailed Steven Gove, saying BCC would wish to be a consultee, and given this glitch, he 
hoped it wouldn’t be too late for comments to be submitted by BCC. 
 
◊A member of the public asked how many jobs would be created.  The reply was 6 in the proposal.  
A member of the public mentioned a shore base, where the company would store its equipment, 
and the workforce could change their clothes.  Fish Farms in general were discussed.  A member of 
the public said acoustic devices are used which will deter orcas and porpoises. 
 
◊A member of the public said an Environmental Impact Assessment would not be favourable to the 
company.  Another member of the public said it was mandatory for the company to do an 
Environmental Impact Assessment.  Another member of the public said the company were missing 
data for the impact access report, so it is only partially complete. 
 
◊Councillor Findlay said to be careful when responding or objecting concerning the Environmental 
Impact Assessment, because the company’s letter to the council stated ‘the site we have chosen is 
of high energy and fast flowing’, he said these key words signalled the site was a preference from 
an environmental perspective (because it had been a criticism of fish farming in the past that they 
were in small bays). 
 
◊A member of the public said he had fished the area, and they [the company] wouldn’t be able to 
hold their cages there.  Another member of the public said there had been considerable erosion of 
the paths there, because of bad storms 
 
◊A member of the public said it had taken over 3 years to fight (with expert witnesses that were 
paid for privately) the first fish farm, she said it was visual impact which had won the case, which 
was also a big part in the 2nd, and when they had talked to North Ayrshire Council today they said 
the same thing, that they will only make comment on it, as regards SSSI’s [Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest], or isolated shore line, or panoramic quality, she suggested if anyone wanted to object 
they should focus on visual impact. 
 
Marlene Hill thanked everyone for attending. 
The next meeting will be at The Museum  Rothesay at 7 pm on Wednesday 17 April 2019. 


